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ñFAIRIES, DYKES, & PERVERTSò: THE DR. BETTE S. TALLEN ARCHIVE 

[Approx. 16 linear feet in 16 bankerôs boxes]  The archive of Dr. Bette S. Tallen (1950ï

2023), a Jewish feminist scholar, lesbian activist, author, and early contributor to the 

development of Womenôs Studies programs in the United States.  

Included are over 1,000 pages of handwritten lecture notes, course materials spanning 

Tallenôs teaching career, academic correspondence and materials, early notes and drafts 

from her own scholarly writings, National Womenôs Studies Association and other 

activist/collective materials, three audio cassette tapes, including both Tallen and 

Octavia Butlerôs speeches from a 1992 Association for Women in Psychology (AWP) 

conference, photographs, and personal items and correspondence, including letters 

from several romantic partners and professional collaboratorsðRosemary Keefe Curb 

(author of bestselling book Lesbian Nuns Breaking Silence) and Billie Potts (author of 

Witches Heal: Lesbian Herbal Self Sufficiency). This archive provides an in-depth 

personal and professional look at late 20th century Womenôs Studies, feminism, and 

LGBTQ+ movements.   

SOLD 
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Tallenôs teaching career spanned from the 1970s to the early 2000s. She held positions at: 

University of Michigan (1976), Empire State College Center for Labor Studies (1979), State 

University of New York in New Paltz (1979-1981), Ramapo College in New Jersey (1981-1984), 

Columbia College in Chicago (1984-1985), Northeastern Illinois University (1985-1988), 

Mankato State University (1988-1990), and Rollins College in Winter Park Florida (1990-1997) 

where she taught alongside Rosemary Curb.  

Her work focused on Womenôs Studies programs, diversity programming, affirmative action, and 

a feminist critique of 12-step programs. She published widely, with her early work gaining 

recognition for developing the idea of Lesbian Separatism. She was an advocate and 

determined ally for equal pay and promotions for women in academia. 

 

 

In an interview with the Windy City Times, Tallen addressed coming out and her early career 

teaching Women's Studies; ñI was the first full time womenôs studies professor in the whole New 

York System. I was living in a small upstate town in New York and I came out in 1979. I came 

out in the context of a very strong rural womenôs community. I felt it was just a part of my 
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regular intellectual growth. I taught the first for-credit course on lesbianism in New York. It 

was called óLesbians, History, Origins, and Culture.ô The coordinator of the program asked me to 

change the title. I told her I would be happy to change it to óFairies Dykes and Perverts,ô She 

said, óNever mind.'ò 

Tallen was an active member of the National Womenôs Studies Association (NWSA), 

supporting the spread of Womenôs Studies programs across the country. She attended and 

presented at many conferences for NWSA and SEWSA. She was a passionate advocate for 

women and children, working with several womenôs centers, battered womenôs shelters, support 

groups, and task forces. She strove to create new, more inclusive organizations and decision 

making structures in the face of ever-present patriarchal pressures and homophobia. Not every 

attempt was successful, as documented in the archive through correspondence around a failed 

Sojournerôs Collective in New York, with letters from several members (including Billie Potts, 

Susun Weed, and River Lightwomoon) shedding light on how romantic and interpersonal 

conflicts often clashed with collective ideals.  

Tallen had a wide ranging network of friends and 

colleagues active in Womenôs Studies and  

LGBTQ+ movements. Some names of note 

in her correspondence include: 

Rosemary Keefe Curb, Billie 

Potts, Alix Dobkin, Sarah 

Hoagland, Judith Arcana, 

Susan Koppeman, Susun 

Weed, Julia Penelope, 

Alison Laurie, Rosalind 

Petchesky, Reynold 

Feldman, River 

Lightwomoon, and 

Joan Pennell.  
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The contents of the archive are as follows: 

PERSONAL ITEMS & CORRESPONDENCE 

(2 BANKERôS BOXES)  

Highlights include:  

¶ 29 letters & postcards from 

Rosemary Keefe Curb 

¶ 189 pages of Tallenôs 

handwritten letters to 

Keefe (Tallen made 

photocopies of the letters 

she sent to Keefe, providing a 

rare opportunity to view both 

sides of the correspondence).  

¶ 13 pages of Tallenôs love letters 

to Billie Potts, handwritten 

originals, possibly unsent or 

drafts 

¶ 15 pages of Tallenôs love 

letters to Pat/Patty (her first 

lesbian partner),  + 1 page 

letter from Patty to Bette.  

¶ Additional folder of 

correspondence and 

opinion pieces about a 

controversial visit by 

Rosemary Keefe, accompanied 

by Bette, to New Zealand as the first ñoutò lesbian Fulbright Scholar. 

¶ Betteôs activist button collection 

¶ Personal items from her days at the 

prestigious Hunter College High School, 

including a heavily inscribed 1967 yearbook 

and Hunter College button collection. 

¶  A dozen relevant books inscribed to or 

annotated by Bette from her personal library. 

¶   Additional papers and correspondence, 

some overlapping personal life & professional 

career. 
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¶ A folder of correspondence with numerous attorney letters and bank records related to a 

complicated real estate agreement between Bette and former partner Billie Potts. 

AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES 

(3 Physical Audio Cassette Tapes with MP3 copies on USBs) 

¶ Octavia Butler presenting ñScience 

Fiction: Mining the Past Shaping 

the Futureò at the Association for 

Women in Psychology (AWP) 1992 

National Feminist Psychology 

Conference, professional recording 

(54:30). No institutional holdings 

located in OCLC. 

¶ Bette Tallenôs Distinguished 

Publication Award at the AWP 1992 

National Feminist Psychology Conference: 

ñCo-dependency: The de-politicization of Feminism,ò 

professional recording (01:27:16) 

¶ Bette Tallen interviewed by Linda Evans on New 

Zealand Lesbian Radio Program broadcast, August 1990, 

home tape (31:50) 

 

 

PERSONAL PUBLICATION MATERIALS 

(1 BANKERôS BOX) 

Highlights include: 

¶ Approximately 60 folders containing 

notes, drafts, and copies of various articles, 

journals, magazine submissions, and written 

pieces (finished or in-progress) 

¶ A collection of Tallenôs 9th grade 

High School papers 

¶ Copies of Tallenôs publications and 

research notes on codependency, 12 step 

programs, lesbian separatism, as well as 

copies of speeches from various speaking 

engagements. 
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ACADEMIC ASSOCIATION ARCHIVES (NWSA, SEWSA, ETC.),  ACTIVIST 

LITERATURE & CORRESPONDENCE, AND SOJOURNER COLLECTIVE MATERIALS  

(3 BANKERôS BOXES)  

Highlights include: 

¶ Detailed and at times 

dramatic correspondence 

between members of the 

Sojourner Collective 

(consisting of Billie 

Potts, Susun Weed, 

Bette Tallen, Alix 

Dobkin, and River 

Lightwomoon) in New 

York during the early 

1980s, showcasing 

how the realities of 

their interpersonal relationships 

often clashed with the collectiveôs ideals. 

¶ Organizing notes, memos, pamphlets, and various 

conference and association meeting details for the National Womenôs 

Studies Association (NWSA) and the South East Womenôs Studies 

Association (SEWSA) spanning approximately 1988-1998 as 

Tallen rotated on and off various committees. Other academic 

associations or conferences represented include AWP and the 

AAUW, among others. 

¶ A photo album with 76 photographs, believed to document 

the 1992 NWSA Conference where Tallen received an 

award (see Audio Cassette Tapes for related 

conference recordings featuring Octavia Butler). 

¶ Several dozen misc. radical activist 

pamphlets, newsletters, manifestos, or zines 

including 10 issues of Women: A Journal 

of Liberation spanning 1969-1980 and 7 

issues of Heresies spanning 1980-1983. 

¶ A variety of folders with activist resources 

or academic training materials for diversity trainings, 

race & class consciousness, womenôs health, affirmative 

action, and disability rights, among others. 

http://www.undergroundbooks.net/


Dr. Bette S. Tallen Archive   7 
 

Offered by Underground Books, ABAA | www.UndergroundBooks.Net | UndergroundBooksLLC@gmail.com 

 

ACADEMIC CORRESPONDENCE, NOTES, AND COURSE MATERIALS   

(10 BANKERôS BOXES) 

Highlights include: 

¶ Over 1,000 pages of handwritten lecture notes spanning the full breadth of Tallenôs 

teaching career 

¶ Detailed syllabi, student papers, class grades, letters of recommendations for students, 

letters FROM students, various internal academic memos and correspondence 

¶ A complete typed manuscript of a book by feminist philosopher Sarah Hoagland, with 

Tallenôs extensive annotations and editorial feedback, possibly related to Lesbian Ethics: 

Toward a New Value. 

¶ Planning notes and materials for organizing the 1991 National Lesbian Conference. 

¶ Stapled packet for a workshop from 1991 titled Transsexuals in the Workplace. 

¶ 100+ printed pages of a 1995 Womenôs Studies Internet Forum discussion 

¶ 7 of the 10 bankerôs boxes are mostly organized, photocopied course resources, often 

academic journal or magazine articles chosen by Tallen for use in classrooms and 

coursework reading as well as likely research materials for publication topics. All 

materials are relevant to Tallenôs specialty areas of feminism, lesbianism, social change, 

liberation, history, philosophy, and more, including one box focused on addiction and 

recovery resources and are mostly organized alphabetically by author and/or topic 

¶ Interspersed throughout are occasional handwritten notes, a handful of original 

pamphlets, periodicals, and newspaper articles, etc. 

 

WHY THIS ARCHIVE MATTERS 

This expansive archive, featuring unique audio and visual materials as well as extensive written 

documentation, captures the development of Womenôs Studies as an academic discipline 

alongside grassroots feminist and lesbian organizing in the late 20th century, offering both 

institutional and deeply personal perspectives on these intersecting movements. 

 

PLEASE SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS BELOW 

 

 

BETTEôS CURRICULUM VITAE PROVIDED UPON REQUEST 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF FEATURED ITEMS 
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Betteôs lifelong activist 

button collection 

Herstory 

November 1981 issue 
 

One of several issues of the 

feminist publication from the 

Womenôs Center of Ramapo 

College in New Jersey, where 

Bette taught from 1981-1984 
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Correspondence with Rosemary Keefe Curb, 

with Betteôs photocopied response letters 
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Annotated syllabus for Betteôs Fall 1979 Womenôs Studies course 
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One of over 40 syllabi accompanied by Betteôs extensive notes, exams, 

and student essays, grades, and observations included in the archive 
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Manuscript by Sarah Hoagland  

(possibly never published), with Betteôs notes 
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SOJOURNERôS COLLECTIVE CORRESPONDENCE 

 

This correspondence details a failed Sojournerôs Collective in New 

York, with letters from several members (including Billie Potts, 

Susun Weed, Alix Dobkin, and River Lightwomoon) shedding light 

on how romantic and interpersonal conflicts often clashed with 

collective ideals, with letters touching on the challenges of romantic 

entanglements within the collective, issues of racism, calls for 

resignations, and correspondence with other collectives, like the 

Catskill Lesbian Community. 
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Betteôs collection of ephemera 

featuring friend, fellow member 

of the failed Sojournerôs 

Collective, and fellow Jewish 

lesbian feminist activist, singer-

songwriter Alix Dobkin 

  

Betteôs correspondence and signed 

ephemera from friend Judith 

Arcana, writer, reproductive 

justice activist, and member of the 

Jane Collective 
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LOVE LETTERS 

 

Betteôs correspondence with her partners (and 

later, friends), including Pat, her first woman 

partner, and Billie Potts, author of Witches Heal 
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